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Steffie Newsletter 

Steffie Woima’s School Patrollers 
     We give you a BIG Thank You!! 

 
Every day, before and after school, our patrollers are out at the cross-

walks making sure that students, staff, parents and grandparents are 

crossing the street safely. The students are doing a truly amazing job 

keeping everyone safe. Each month, we select two of our hard work-

ing patrollers as ―School Patrollers of the Month‖ and they are given 

the choice of a toque or a hat.  

A big thank you goes out to our over 40 school patrollers. In Febru-

ary, our grade 4 patrollers will be joining the grade 5’s to continue to 

keep our school safe. 
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Notes From Steffie 
Thank You!!! 

To all the volunteers who read Christmas 

stories to our students. 

To Mrs. Budd for all her hard work in 

preparing the children for the Christmas 

concerts, and Mrs. Klymyk for working the 

sound system. 

To all the students for their lovely Christmas 

art  work used to decorate the gym for the 

Christmas concerts.   

Thank you Jacquie Lapointe & Michelle 

Labelle for decorating the gymnasium and 

taking down the art. 

To everyone who helped set up and take down 

the stage and risers in the gym for the 

concerts. 

To all of those who stayed late to help clean 

up the gym after our Christmas concert on 

Thursday night.   

To Mrs. Vold-Bowd, Ms. Anderson, Mrs. 

Budd, and Mme Reeds for organizing and 

helping with the food bank drive and for 

organizing our Night Before Christmas 

Pyjama Day. 

To everyone who contributed to the Food 

Bank.  Thank you for your support! 

To all the volunteers who helped with our hot 

lunches in December. 

Thank you to everyone who donated to the 

food bank! We raised over $1100 and 2115 

items for this GREAT cause! 

Thank you to Mrs. Budd, Mme Rawlings and 

Ms. Janisse for all of your work with the 

choir! 

Thank you for all of your donations to the 

Hoffman’s Children’s Fund. We appreciate 

your kindness and generosity!  

Kindergarten Registration for 2012-2013 

 

Chinook’s Edge is now  

accepting registrations for next 

kindergarten year, and we look 

forward to welcoming kindergar-

ten students into our safe and 

caring school communities. 

From their first day of kindergarten to the time 

they graduate from high school, our students are 

surrounded by Chinook’s Edge Values: 

 

- personal responsibility 

- relationships based upon honesty,  

integrity, respect and compassion 

- dedication and commitment 

- an environment of belonging: safe,  

caring and inclusive 

- growth and development through  

learning. 

 

To attend kindergarten in August, 2012, children 

must turn five years old by December 31, 2012, 

and a birth certificate will be required for  

registration. There are no school fees for kinder-

garten students in Chinook’s Edge School Divi-

sion. 

Four more sleeps  
until Christmas! 

Yippee!!! 

Christmas Holidays!~ 

Please note:  Last day of school for students 

before our break is Wednesday, December 

21st. 

Carnaval, Mardi gras, Carnaval  

À Québec, c'est tout un festival  
The French immersion team is looking for  

volunteers to help us get ready for our upcoming 
February Winter Carnaval.  Please let 
Mme Purdie know by the end of Janu-

ary if you can help with Carnaval prepa-
rations. 



École Steffie Woima Elementary School  

In January at Steffie we will 

be reviewing the first three 

Habits of Healthy Kids! 

Habit #1 Be Proactive—You’re In 

Charge 

Be responsible for yourself, take 

charge of your life! 

Habit #2 Begin With The End In 

Mind—Have a Plan 

Set some goals and take steps to 

achieve them! 

Habit #3 Sharpen The Saw—Balance 

Feels Best 

Make sure you are taking care of your-

self, body, heart, mind and soul! 

                Page 3 

 
The Sylvan Lake Chapter of Canadians Parents 

for French are offering one Level 1 French 

Course. The following are the dates for the 

course: 

Jan. 19 & 26, Feb. 2 & 16, March 1, 8, 15, 22 

Time: 6:30-8:30 

Location: Ecole Steffie Woima  

Instructor: Mme. Leah Rawlings 

The class runs for 8 weeks and the cost is $50 

for CPF members and $75 for non-members ($25 

of this cost is a year membership to CPF).  Re-

member, if your child is in French Immersion kin-

dergarten, you are provided a year CPF member-

ship, sponsored by the Sylvan Lake CPF Chapter. 

Simply fill out the membership form for CPF and 

return to your childõs school with kindergarten 

highlighted on it and CPF Sylvan Lake will pay for 

the membership. 

 

To register please contact: 

Jennifer Bahler at 403-505-5889 or 

jbahler@platinum.ca 

Parent Meetings and  

Involvement Opportunities 
Next Parent Council Meeting 

Thursday, January 26, 2012, 

 at 7:00 p.m. at the school. 

 

Next Fundraising Society Meeting 

Tuesday, January 17, 2012, at 7:00 p.m. at the 

school. 

Your input and support is greatly appreci-

ated! 

The fundraiser society will be reviewing and 

changing the bylaws. In order to have input in 

this decision, please make sure you attend this 

next meeting!  

 

Red Deer Rebels 

Family Night Out 

Come join families and friends 

from École Steffie Woima 

Elementary School on Satur-

day, January 21st, when the Red Deer Rebels 

take on the Prince George Cougars at the En-

max Centrium. You will be entertained by the 

Western Hockey League  

action on the ice and fireworks after the 

game!!!  

 

Discount prices:   

Adult - $16.00 

Children/Youth/Seniors - $6.00 

 

Blocked off seating allows you to sit together 

with other SWES families for an evening of 

entertainment.  Watch for order forms in your 

childôs agenda. 

   

mailto:jbahler@platinum.ca
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Library News 
Thank you to Riley from Ms. Lapointe’s class 

and Joeli from Mme. Rostad’s class for donat-

ing books to the library.  Many students will be 

able to enjoy the fabulous books.  Thank you to 

all the wonderful grade 4 and 5 volunteers who 

have been helping in the library. Thanks also to 

Marilyn Schirru (Dylan’s grandma), and Pam 

DiCaire (Scott and Kait’s mom) for their help 

in the library.  And a very BIG  thank you to 

Mr. and Mrs. Vallee for buying a 55‖ TV for the 

library! 
Congratulations to Justin from Ms Bouwman’s class who 

guessed ―The Perfect Snow‖ by Barbra Reid as our mys-

tery book. His guess was assisted by Miles. The snow-

men made by the children for the Library Cookie Contest 

were spectacular. The winner of the contest was Gibson 

from Mme. Paré’s class and he will bake cookies with 

Ms. Sandberg at the school for his class.  Thank you to 

everyone who participated—the snowmen were a beauti-

ful addition to the library’s snow scene.  Many students 

have been asking for the recipe for the cookies that have 

been baked for the contest.  Here is the recipe for your 

home: 

Mini Chip Snowball Cookies: 

You need: 

1 ½ cups butter or margarine, softened   

¾ cup powdered sugar (icing sugar) 

1 tbsp vanilla extract     

½ tsp salt 

3 cups all-purpose flour     

2 cups semi-sweet chocolate chips 

Powdered sugar 

Preheat oven to 375 degrees.  Beat butter, sugar, vanilla 

and salt in large mixer bowl until creamy.  Gradually 

beat in flour, stir in chips.  Shape level tablespoons of 

dough into 1 ¼ inch balls.  Place on ungreased baking 

sheet.  Bake 10 – 12 minutes or until cookies are set and 

lightly browned.  Cool on baking sheet for 10 minutes, 

remove to wire racks to cool completely. Sprinkle with 

additional powdered sugar, if desired.  Store in airtight 

containers.  Makes 5 dozen cookies. 

Coming in January: Family Literacy Day and the Family 

Literacy Bingo Contest.  Literacy-based board games 

will be played by  Library Club participants this month, 

and all students will be given a Family Literacy BINGO 

card (created by the Henday Association for Life Long 

Learning). Students who return a completed BINGO card 

are eligible to win a $25.00 gift card from Chapters.  We 

will also be starting the 2nd annual Steffie Young Readers 

Choice Awards.  Authors on the shortlist this year are 

Georgia Graham, Barbara Reid, and Robert Munsch.  

Voting cards will be available in January, and students 

may vote for their favorite author.  The winning author 

will receive an award from the school, ―The Steffie,‖ 

which is a wooden engraved plaque.  Voting students 

will also be eligible to win a $25.00 gift card from Chap-

ters. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, 

LYL (Love Your Library), 

Ms. Sandberg 

Prioritizing health and wellness in our 

schools 

A Message from the Superintendent 
 

The new year brings a renewed 

focus on supporting health and 

wellness initiatives in our school 

communities. Ensuring a healthy 

physical and social environment 

in our schools can positively im-

pact student performance and academic achieve-

ment, and support our goals to help each of our 

students reach their full potential. 

 

Chinook’s Edge School Division believes so 

strongly in the priority of promoting healthy life-

style choices that we have established a formal 

policy on Wellness Education. Our Board of 

Education believes acquiring the knowledge, 

skills and attitudes necessary to develop healthy 

habits for life is critical and, therefore, supports 

a comprehensive school health approach to well-

ness education. This involves a partnership with 

Alberta Health Services to provide resources, 

information and a facilitator to support all facets 

of wellness through an individualized approach 

in each of our schools. 

 

Wellness is a balanced state of emotional, intel-

lectual, physical, social and spiritual well-being, 

and students, staff and parents throughout our 

division are working together to encourage 

growth in each of these areas. I thank everyone 

whose efforts are supporting this Chinook’s 

Edge priority, and I wish all of our school fami-

lies a happy and healthy new year! 

 

Kurt Sacher 

Superintendent of Schools  
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School patrol has been running smoothly this year. Our patrollers are doing a great job keeping the cross-

walks surrounding the school safe. Here are a few quick reminders to parents as they are dropping off their 

children in the loop or crossing with them at the crosswalks: 

 

With the extra slippery roads, school patrollers are going to make extra certain that you are stopping 

before letting pedestrians cross. Please make sure that you do come to a complete stop to let our pa-

trollers do their jobs safely. 

Parents: if you are crossing with your children at the crosswalks, please make sure that you wait until the 

school patrollers say the word ―Proceed‖. This is your cue, your child’s cue, and the patrollers cue that 

the coast is clear. 

With extra cold weather, sometimes school patrollers may not be out. Pedestrians: please make sure that 

you are still looking for cars as you are crossing the road. Drivers: please make sure that you are looking 

for pedestrians at the crosswalks. 

Please remember that our loop is a drop-off area only; no parking is allowed. Most mornings and af-

ternoons, the loop can get quite busy and that leaves cars sometimes blocking the crosswalks. In order to 

keep the crosswalks clear of vehicles, we need everyone’s help in ensuring that we keep the loop as a 

drop-off area only. If you do need to come into the school with your child, or to get your child at the end 

of the day, please park across the street. 

 

Thank you to our patrollers! You guys are doing a great job! 

 

Grade 4 students: Please keep an ear open for announcements regarding school patrol. In January, we will 

start training our grade 4 students. Soon they will be joining our over 50 grade 5 school 

patrollers! 

 

Have a very Merry Christmas and we look forward to seeing you out and about on the 

street in the New Year! 

Mme Romyn 

Breakfast Power! 
Health Tidbit: 
Look for fast and easy  choices such as whole 

grain breads and muffins, cereal with milk, 

fruit and fruit juice, yogurt and yogurt 

shakes, cheese and eggs, or be creative with 

last night’s leftovers.   

 

 
This information provided by the Alberta Health Ser-

vices Promotion and Prevention. 

Eating breakfast every 

day can help improve 

concentration, reduce 

hunger, and maintain a 

healthy weight.   

January 

January 

Now is here  

A fine new start 

For a whole new year. 

The snow comes down 

In the dark of night. 

When we awake 

The world is white. 

In January 

When there's snow, 

We get our sleds 

And away we go. 

Be there or be square! Thursday January 26th is twin/

nerd day! Grab a partner and dress up as twin nerds! 
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Congratulations to the following students who were recognized as being Steffie Stars at our 

November Celebration of Learning” assembly:   

Special Thanks  

to    

Panago Pizza  

for providing pizza coupons for our 

Principal Prize Award   
and to 

Valleeôs Carpet Cleaning  

for providing sundaes 

in support of our  

ñStar Award Program!ò 

Ms. Summers M/W 

Adam Rumbolt 

Connor Schuttenbeld 

Ms. Summers T/T  

Macee Hall 

Mathis Perron 

Mme Paré M/W 

Madisyn Park 

Mackenzie Passmore 

Mme Paré T/T 

Emily Andrew 

Dane Pedersen 

Mrs. Janisse 

Rebecca Rush 

Jackson Hendricks 

Ryan Engler 

Mr. Johns 

Ethan Rudy 

Natalie Ginter 

Abigail Sinclair 

Steffie Star Awards 
Mme Seguin 

Lachlan Brown 

Preston Johnson 

Mme Reeds 

Sam Bender 

Ava Cooney 

Mrs. Leszynski & Mrs. Jensen  

Kaydence Wagner 

Cody Wilson 

Mrs. Welch 

Michael Arthur 

Caeden Rush 

Marissa Young 

Mme Purdie 

Lindley Pratt 

Dylan Schirru 

Ms Bouwman 

Miles Lagoutte 

Tyler Tallon 

Mrs. Richmond 

Cassidy Caines 

Cameron Breeze 

Mrs. Jensen 

Logan Rielly 

Chris Young 

Mme Romyn 

Isabella Thrush 

Bo Maier 

Tanisha Scott 

Ms. Anderson 

Rylan Dodman 

Teaghan Wilson 

Ms. Lapointe 

Kayden Harrick 

Clint Kruger 

Daniel Laqua 

Mme Rostad 

Max Snowdon-

Anderson 

 

Mrs. Hann 

Justis Pickford 

Cole Meldrum 

Emmi Breen 

Mrs. Mann 

Hanna Sigfusson 

Jaron Jahner 

Mme Rawlings 

Ainsley McCallum 

Isabelle Fothergill 

 

Congratu-

lations to 

Natalie 

Ginter—

our monthly build a 

bear winner! 

 
Thank you to Candy 

Kingdom for your gener-

ous donation! 



Steffie Reminders 
 

Wednesday, December 21st, is the 

last day of school before the 

break.     Christmas Vacation 

includes December 22nd - Janu-

ary 4th, 2012. 

The Celebration of Learning Assembly 

for January is on January 27th,  2:20 p.m.  

Hot Lunches for the month of January are   

Friday, Jan. 20th (Sobeys) and Friday, 

Jan. 27th (Pizza). 

Grade Five Ski on January 20th, 2012 

Teacher Organizational Day is January 

31st.  No school for students. 

Please remember to send your child dressed 

for the cold weather, regardless of whether 

an inside or outside recess. If temperatures 

rise above –20, then students will be going 

outside for recess. 

Check out the ñQuestion of the Monthò on 

the newsletter sign and send. 

School fees for Gr. 1 -  5  were due the first 

day of school.  If you have not yet paid your 

school fees, please stop by the office and 

make arrangements for payment. 

Please remember to call the office if your 

child is going to be late or absent.           

We really appreciate this! 

When dropping your child off in the front 

loop, please DO NOT double park as this 

is  a safety hazard for the children! Also 

please remember the front loop is a NO 

PARKING  zone! Please use only for a 

quick pickup and drop-offs only! 
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Start French Immersion in 

Kindergarten or Grade One 

 

The French Immersion program is designed 

to allow students to enter in either kinder-

garten or grade one. Parents do not need sec-

ond  language skills to support their child’s 

learning.  

 

If you are curious to learn more, please feel 

free to call the school and speak with staff 

about French Immersion.  The following     

parents are also willing to share their experi-

ence as parents of students in 

French Immersion.  

 

Jen Bahler  403-505-5889 or 

Barb Scott 403-887-5989 

 
 

Pre-Kindergarten  

Program 2012-2013 

School Year 
 

École Steffie Woima Elementary is pleased to 

offer pre-kindergarten to Sylvan Lake children. 

To be eligible to attend pre-kindergarten,        

students must qualify for the program and must 

be 4 years of age by December 31st.  Students 

qualifying for the program must be identified 

as: 

having mild/moderate speech and language 

delay 

gifted and talented 

having mild/moderate developmental or 

learning needs 

 

Interested families can complete application 

forms at Steffie Woima in the New Year.  A 

copy of your childôs birth certificate is re-

quired.  

Assessments and screening to determine eligi-

bility will be arranged through the school.  

Please call for more information.   

 

 
A big thank you to Scottðs No 
Frills for their very generous 
and  
ongoing donations 
to the breakfast 
program!  
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4720 - 45 Avenue 

Sylvan Lake, AB.  

T4S 1A5 

 

Phone:   (403)887-3088 

Fax:       (403)887-4731 

Steffie Woima Web Page:  

Website:  http://www.chinooksedge.ab.ca/swes/  

Where Students Come First! École Steffie Woima 

Elementary School 

Chinookõs Edge School Division #73 

Newsletter Sign and Send - December 20, 2009 
To help us know if newsletters are reaching you, please fill in the form below. Students returning their 

form by Wednesday, January 12th, will have their name entered to win a Steffie T-Shirt. (One per fam-

ily). If you would like to e-mail your answer please include all the below information in an message to 

steffie.woima@chinooksedge.ab.ca. 

 

Question of the month:  Were you happy with LifeTouch Photography this fall? What comments or 

concerns do you have? 

 

Comments:_________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Eating breakfast improves attendance & concentration 
There used to be a cereal that advertised itself as the "Breakfast of Champions." That may or may not have 

been true--but there is no question that some sort of healthy food in the morning helps kids become cham-

pions in school. 

One Harvard Medical School study looked at how breakfast affected attendance and school performance. 

They found that children who eat breakfast have: 

Better attendance. 

Fewer episodes of tardiness. 

Higher math scores. 

A stronger ability to concentrate in class. 

 

Of course, with today's hectic schedules, there isn't always time to sit down for a long breakfast. So you 

can be prepared by keeping a few healthy grab-and-go options. A granola bar and a piece of fruit will get 

your child off to a good start. So will dried cereal and fruit juice. In a pinch, a piece of last night's pizza 

will do! 

Reprinted with permission from the January 2012 issue of Parents make the difference!® (Elementary School Edition) newslet-

ter. Copyright © 2012 The Parent Institute®, a division of NIS, Inc. Source: "The Case for Eating Breakfast," Healthy Children, 

www.healthychildren.org/English/healthy-living/nutrition/pages/The-Case-for-Eating-Breakfast.aspx. 
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Have a VERY Merry 

Christmas 

 
 
 
 
 

And Loads of Happiness In 2012! 

From All The Staff At 

École Steffie Woima Elementary 
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