
DELF (English version)
Diplôme d’Études de Langue Française. 



What is it?

The DELF exams are six separate diplomas issued by the French Ministry for National 
Education to certify the French language skills. These diplomas are valid for life. DELF 
certificates are developed by the Centre International d’Etudes Pédagogiques (CIEP) 
and reflect the six levels of the Common European Framework of Reference for 
Languages (CEFRL). 

In 2017, the DELF examinations were available in 173 countries.



The Levels

DELF and DALF evaluate language skills in four areas:

● oral comprehension,
● oral expression,
● written comprehension,
● written expression.



Why take the DELF exam? 
Approved by a team of psychometricians specializing in evaluation, the DELF 
examinations are recognized around the world, they can add extra value to a resume. 
They are often used by administrative bodies, employers, and educational institutions.

In Canada, more than 35,000 Canadians have taken DELF exams over the past few 
years. As a result, the DELF examinations are becoming more well-known and receiving 
greater recognition from administrative organizations, employers, and educational 
institutions.

Obtaining the DELF B2 provides entrance language tests at several Canadian 
universities



DELF for schools and junior

Levels and skills assessed:

A1 to B2 – Oral and written comprehension and expression.

The DELF Junior and DELF for Schools (Delf Scolaire) includes both written and oral 
components, designed for middle and secondary school students (between the ages of 
12 and 18).

The DELF for Schools (Delf Scolaire) is usually the result of an agreement between a 
public or private educational authority and the CIEP. It can be, to some extent, 
integrated into the school curriculum.

The DELF for Schools and DELF Junior examinations are identical, except for the 
circumstances in which each exam is taken.



DELF in CESD

Since 2014, our students in grades 8, 10 and 12 have written DELF exams in April each 
year. The school division targets the following years and levels:

Grade 8 - A2

Grade 10 - B1

Grade 12 - B2

That said, students in other grades can also write the exams as long as teachers are 
certain of their level of achievement. (Example: Grade 8 students writing the B1 exam, 
or Grade 9 students writing the A2 exam)



Process

Students must decide (with suggestions from their teacher) in February / March if they 
will write the exam and what level. The DELF is an optional exam, not mandatory, for 
French Immersion students. Examinations are held annually in April in Red Deer. The 
school division does not cover transportation costs for students, this must be arranged 
with parents.
The DELF has 4 parts:
- Listening comprehension (CO)
- Oral production (PO)
- Written comprehension (CÉ)
- Written production (PÉ)



Preparation by teachers

Teachers will prepare students with their DELF exams throughout the year or term. 

Teachers will complete various activities as well as several practice exams.

Teachers can use practice books (available at IMC) and several online activities.

DELF activities can be used to enrich the FLA curriculum in all four areas.



Tips on how to do 
well on DELF



Results

● Since 2014, more than 150 students have written their DELF exam with 100% 
success at levels A2, B1 and B2

● Several teachers in our school division have been trained as DELF examiners.
● Levels of achievement in the four language skills continue to improve


