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The Steffie Scoop
NOVEMBER 2024

Ecole Steffie Woima Elementary School

Personal Devices at School

As you may have heard, on June 20, 2024, the
Government of Alberta Ministerial Order (#014/2024)
was signed which changed the use of personal mobile
devices in all Alberta schools.

In the order, Section 1 (a) states: "personal mobile
device" means any personal electronic device that can
be used to communicate with or access the internet,
such as a cellphone, tablet, laptop, or smartwatch."

Section 2 states: "A school authority is required to, at
a minimum, limit the use of personal mobile devices
and restrict access to social media as follows:

2(a) "Children and students may not use personal
mobile devices during instructional time. If children
and students have personal mobile devices with them
during instructional time, they are required to keep
these devices on silent or powered off, and stored out
of view."

With this order, students are not allowed to wear
smartwatches at school. The order does represent a
significant change in the province as they seek to limit
distractions and help students focus on learning!
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The Book Fair will be in-person shopping. Scholastic is
not offering online shopping for this school year.
Classes will be shopping during their regular
scheduled library times. The Scholastic Book Fair will
be set up in the gym. There is no shopping before
school or during lunch or recesses. Both English and
French selection available.

Parents may shop after school and during parent
teacher conferences on the evenings of Wednesday,
November 6 and Thursday, November 7. Hours for the
book fair are:

Monday, November 4- 8:40-6:00 pm

Tuesday, November 5- 8:40 am-7:30 pm
Wednesday, November 6- 8:40 am- 7:30 pm
Thursday, November 7- 12:25-6:00 PM *Book Fair is
closed this morning for the Remembrance Day
Assembly.

Scholastic sends limited copies of books, so popular
titles sell out quickly. However, the library keeps a
display copy for everyone to see so items may be
ordered. Delivery time for items is quick as items
ordered arrive when the book fair is sent back to the
warehouse. Items ordered at the bookfair should be in
classrooms by Tuesday, November 19.

Chinook’s Edge School Division #73

October has been a busy month at Steffie Woima! Our students have enjoyed
inline skating and it has been great to have so many parents volunteers helping
out! Also, a huge thank you to our parents for helping us keep both the front and
back loops as safe as possible. Please do not walk your students through the
driving lanes and use the sidewalk instead. The back loop is for dropping off or
picking up only and if you wish to come into the school, please park on the
street. Lastly, there is no parking on the left side of the back loop. Parking on
the left side creates a safety issue as kids may run between cars and across the
traffic lane to get to the vehicles. Thank you again to everyone for your efforts
to keep the kids as safe as possible.

During this past month, our teachers have been assessing where students are
with their reading, writing, and mathematics skills so we know how to best help
students move forward in their learning. Teachers are working with their
students to ensure that they have ‘good fit’ books to read. To improve their
reading skills, our students need to be reading books at their own level. The
books should be ones that they can read successfully with a high rate of
accuracy in recognizing words. Reading is an essential foundational skill for
success in school and the world of work. | can’t emphasize enough the
importance of ensuring that your child is reading every night as it makes a huge
difference in the development of their literacy skills and long term academic
success.

Parent and teacher conferences are coming up on November 5 and 6th! We are
looking forward to seeing all of you. We truly appreciate your support and help
as our partners in the education of our students! While attending the
conferences, please check out the Book Fair in the gym! Your support helps us
purchase more books for our library.

As a staff, we will be organizing a ‘Christmas Store’ (White Elephant Sale) in the
gym in December during the last week of school. Students can purchase gifts for
their parents or siblings with all items being under $5.00. We will be looking for
donations of gift items for our Christmas Store throughout November and early
December. If you have some items you would like to donate, please drop them
off at the office. We will be needing some volunteers to work at the Christmas
store during class time. Our Environment Club will be helping with this project
as it is all about regifting and reusing! Thank you in advance for all of your
support!

Have a great month of November!
Ms. Eadie-Gyori—Principal
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School Council News

Hello Steffie Parents,

In September we decided to change the format on how
our Council meetings would be held, and we were able
to successfully give those changes a try this month!
From here forward, our Council meetings will be held
at 6:30pm in the Steffie staff room, and will be
followed by our Fundraising meeting at 7:30 pm.
Parents have the choice, as always, to attend one or
the other, or both if they wish. There will also be a
google meet link for those parents that want to be
involved, but can't make it in person. We understand
that our meeting times may interfere with important
family time, so adding this option will allow more
freedom for parents to listen in if they wish.

This month's meeting provided a lot of useful
information on how the school board and our
administration are working hard to build our students'
education and set them up for future success and had
a chance to see how our students are doing in
comparison to the rest of the district and what the
plans are to increase grade average throughout the
school. We also touched on the subject around the new
law on personal devices in schools, and how our
administration is handling it with our own students.

If you wish to see further information, our meeting
minutes are posted in the parent section of the Steffie
Woima website.

Our next meeting will be held Tuesday, November 19,
@ 6:30 - See you there!

Megan Weiskopf - Head Chair of Council
meg.weiskopf@gmail.com

Fundraising Society

We have exciting news to share! Thanks to the initiative
of our wonderful new music teacher, Mr. Armitage, and
the generosity of our excellent community, we have
been able to purchase 35 ukuleles to augment the
music program at Steffie Woima! Our students will now
have the opportunity to learn this fabulous instrument
as part of their schooling experience.

We want to offer a heartfelt THANK YOU to all donors
of this fundraising campaign and a special thanks to
House of Music, the Sylvan Lake branch of the Royal
Canadian Legion, and Joel Sinkwich & Century Wireline
for their generous contributions.

Our holiday fundraisers are right around the corner!
This year we will be doing a couple of new fundraisers
for the holiday season that should appeal to both kids
and adults! More information and order forms will be
sent out in the next few weeks.

Our next meeting is November 19th at 7:30pm with an
online option available. Everyone is welcome! For any
questions, please contact
steffiefundraising@gmail.com.

Thanks,
Kate Martin - Fundraising Chair
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Telus Wise Footprint talks about 3 key things to keep in mind
when online:

Make a good impression

Careful what you say or do online

Do the right thing

Think before you say, do, or post online. Everyone online has
feelings just like you.

Keep safe
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Thank you to Leah Inkster for her partnership in coordinating hot lunch days!
Thank you to this month’s volunteers:

Keely Grant & Lauren Johnson

Deadline to Order December Hot Lunch is

November 19th!

If you need a hand finding where to order hot lunch, please contact the
office.
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We kindly ask that vehicles do not double park in our back loop. Please ensure all vehicles are lined up single file
along the right side of the loop. If there are no available spots, we ask that you park on the street.

To maintain a smooth flow of traffic, the loop is designated for drop-off only. Drivers should remain in their
vehicles at all times. We understand that you may want to walk your child to the door, so please park on the street
if you'd like to do that.

If you drop your child off on the street, please remind them to use the crosswalk and/or sidewalk when walking

around the traffic loop. It’s important for both parents and children to stay on the sidewalks and avoid walking
through traffic or between vehicles. We’ve also shared this information with the students.

We want to ensure everyone’s safety!

Thank you for your cooperation! The safety of our students is our top priority.

Attend today, TIPS FOR PAREN

Achieve tomorrow e Prioritize school!
+ Communicate the importance of
Chronic Absences regular school attendance.

19+ days

¢ Have regular evening and
homewaork routines.

& Schedule family events with our
Good Attendance school calendar in mind.
9 days or less

s Try to make appointments during

Students who =l Regular school attendance is eritical for student non-school hours when possible.
e e s e suecess. Good attendance is important for a child's
have the opportunity to - ¥
participate moce fullyin ability to learn, grow and develop social skills. ¢ Reach ot to your chilcts teacher
Iearning activities which Attending schoal regularly helps children feel with any questions or concerns
H better about themselves and schaal. about attendance.
o We understand your child
We 5hare_yrnur priority to ensure the will be away at times
best learning experience each day for because of illness and
your child. other reasons.
Qur priority is to eliminate
_— ] ]
If your child's attendance is becoming unnecessary absences so
a concern, please contact your child’s that your child can learn,
teacher. They are your partner in connect and succeed in

helping your child succeed in school! school!




